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THE EMPEROR JULIAN AND THE EUPHRATES 
FLOTILLA. 

A STUDY OF MODERN GEOGRAPHY AND ANCIENT 
STRATEGY. 

Translated from an a i f i c k  in t h c  ‘‘ R e m e  des Deux Mondes,” of 
April 1s1, 1 8 9 ,  by the late 

ADMIRAL JURIEN DE LA GRAVI~RE,  
whose daughter, in tery kindry granf.ing permission, writes as 

“ Je suis trBs empresd A vous donner toute autorisation pour la 
publication de I’article de mon phre, I’Aniiral Jurien de la Gravihre, article 
paru dans la Revue des Deux Illondrs. 

Je sais que mon #re, qui a toujours eu la sympathie la plus vive, 
la plus haute estime, pour la nation Anglaise, aurait 6 6  heureux de cette 
preuve de flatttuse apprdciation de son axwi-e, et je le suis en souvenir de 
lui. I1 a combattu en Criinee avec la flotte Eritannique et en avait rapport6 
des amities qui h i  ktaient restees tr&s chtres.” 

follows :- 

I. 
WE have already in an earlier number seen something of Alexander 
on the Indus; perhaps it may be even more -interesting to follow 
the voyage oi the Emperor Julian on the Euphrates. I have often 
asked myself the question-What use do we make of our rivers? 
Our railways quickly became congested by the movements of troops, 
and it appears to me that our rivers may easily supplement them, 
to a certain extent, for the transport of the supplies of food and 
munitions. The  great strategical lines are usually decided bv the 
direction of the valleys watered by the larger rivers; the supolies of 
armies, loaded upon flotillas, should nearly always be able to keep in 
touch with the battalions to which they are to  be distributed. A ffotilla 
once organized, would not merely be employed as  an auxiliary means 
of transport for a defensive war, for there is no estuary into which 
such supply boats--one~a& lsuves-could not finally penetrate. We  
know the use which Alexander made of the Hydaspes and of the 
Indus;  Julian in his turn followed the example of the conqueror 
whom he had taken as his model, and having used the Rhine and 
tlie Danube in other campaigns, he got together on the Euphrates a 
flotilla of eleven hundred boats, and thus crossed with ease the deserts 
where his army, deprived some months later of the help of this chemin 
qui ma~che ,  perished from starvation. 

The Emperor Napoleon, ever ready to draw lessons from past 
history, had been greatly struck by the success attendant upon the 
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350 THE EMPEROR JULIAN AND THE EUPHRATES FLOTIL‘LA 

initial results of the expedition undertaken in the year 363 of our 
era, When he abandoned the idea of invading India via the Red 
Sea or by way of Khorassan, he gave his mjnd to the study of the 
Persian Gulf and the Euphrates Valley. It is known that Lamarline 
discovered the traces of this project in the mission given to one 
Lascaris.’ a former knight of Malta. Colonel Chcsney, the tireless 
explorer of the Euphrates, and the emissary of the British Govern- 
ment, seems to have taken seriousty the idea, probably a very hazy 
one, of the Emperor Napoleon. He gravely assures us that the 
Emperor proposed to disembark an army at  the mouth of the Orontes. 
Here a guide would be posted to await the arrival of the French 
troops and lead them thence to Marash-the ancient Germanica 
Caesarea. Marash, surrounded by a huge forest, is. situated 140 
kilometres to the north-west of Aleppo; the forest was to provide the 
wood necessary for the construction of a flotilla. The troops thus 
easily embarked would descend the Euphrates as far as Busra. Once 
masters of this place it would be fortified, and would have been used 
as the base for future operations. “ I  have these details,” adds 
Colonel Chesney, “from a man to whom they were oficially 
communicated. ” 

Let u s  accept this grandiose design of the Emperor, although 
several defects may be detected about it, and let us see whether the 
expedition of the Emperor Juiian, carefully studied, will not throw 
some light on the nature of the difficulties which a modern army 
would have to surmount in the execution of a similar attempt. Above 
everything, it is necessary to get a clear idea of the country, History 
has few lessons of value except for those who seek them map in 
hand. Pentinger’s map is here of little use, but happily there is no 
lack of modern travellers who have traversed these regions aqd 
have brought home intelligent accounts of them. One has really 
almost something like an embamzs de choix. 

There is one point well worthy of notice; the route which the 
Emperor proposed to follow in view of an invasion has, since some 
Y e a r s  past, been looked upon by the rulers of India as a line of 
hefence. Two army corps, the one disembarked at the head of the 
Persian Gulf and the other in the Bay of Alexandretta, could co- 
ordinate their movements and rendezvous beneath the walls of 
Raghdad. There are certain circumstances under which such a con- 
centration of the British forces might well become absolutely neces- 
sary. British India has no idea from what point of the horizon the 
invasion may come for which it has been accustomed to look out. An 
attack by .sea is hardly to be feared by a Power the naval supremacy 
of which is fixed upon the surest foundations that the world has ever 
known, but the torrent which will rush down from the Caucasus and 
from Armenia should not encounter any obstacles but such as may 

~ 

1M. de Lascaris was born in Piedmont. He accompanied General 
Ronaparte to Egypt, established himself at Aleppo, traversed the whole of 
Mesopotamia disguised as an Arab, and ended by dying at Cairo, a short time 
after the fall of Napoleon. 
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THE EMPEROR JULIAN AND THE EUPHRATES FLOTILLA 35' 

be offered by troops massed on the banks of the Euphrates and ready 
to make every use of that river. 

T d a y  there are in Europe but .two Asiatic Powers-Russia and 
England. Russia is admirably prepared for an aggressive r61e, and 
three roads lie open to her on the day that she proposes to threaten 
India-Turkestan, Persia, and Mesopolamia will each equally yield 
access to the coveted banks of the Indus. It is, indeed, not wholly 
impossible, when one remembers the huge forces- of which the 
Muscovite Empire can dispose, that the advance may not be c p -  
ducted by all three routes at one and the same time. I t  .would be 
in the best interests of Russia to do so, were it only to deprive 
England of the assistance which, in default of this triple demonstra- 
tion, she would receive by way of the Persian Gulf. 

The British Empire can no longer be regarded as a military 
power, in view of the sudden development of standing armies in 
these days; but would not this Empire, so strong by virtue of its 
naval supremacy, of its wealth, be able to secure the assistance of 
allies in the event of a European conflict? It is not our place to ask 
of England why she should be more disquieted by the expansion of 
the Slav any more than of the German race. Every nation must look 
after its own interests from its own point of view. Our alliance was 
to be had at a price; it was, moreover, disinterested. England 
preferred another; that was her own affair. I would even add that 
she had the right of decision; but I would merely study thk c o n s -  
quences of such a decision. Of these consequences one already 
appears to me to be inevitable, as already noted in the Book of Fate; 
the Euphrates Valley will become again before very long latimz pack 
iter. That is to say, all the armies of the world will there concen- 
trate under, the pretext of keeping the peace of the world. The battle 
will open between the two colosskby which I mean England and 
Russia, though Germany and the United States may also be thus 
described, and the campaign that follows will not necessarily be 
confined to Indian soil alone. It will concern the whole of Asia, each 
belligerent seeking in this great upheaval to gain certain compensa- 
tions for the growth in power of its neighbour. 

I know well enough that the world, if it did not follow its 
instincts, would remain peacefully inclined, despite these gloomy 
prognostications, but I despair of seeing this very natural desire carried 
into execution. The  war of 1870 has left an open wound which 
refuses to heal, despite all that the statesmen have done for its cure. 

Probably the first step to be taken by England as a defensive 
measure, would be the construction of a railway passing by Aleppo 
and connecting the mouth of the Orontes with that of the Euphrates. 
The river would supply the means of effecting the prolongation of 
the line of rail, first to Baghdad and then to Busra. Russia, for her 
part, would send her locomotives from Resht to Teheran, and from 
Astrabad to Herat. She has already placed Samarkand in communi- 
cation with the shores of the Caspian. May these warlike prepara- 
tions serve and profit only commerce ! -4 nation's ambition, so often 
thoughtlessly acted upon, could never find a more happy solution 
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352 THE EMPEROR JULIAN AND THE EUPHRATES FLOTILLA 

than this. 
the same time keep our eyes open. 

11. 

Let us, then, make all kinds of vows of peacel and let u s  a t  

The  navigation of the Tigris is no less easy than that of the 
Euphrates. The army which can secure these two bases of opera- 
tions will command Mesopotamia, Here the waterways assume the 
greater importance by reason of the intolei-able heat which makes 
marches slow and trying; they are, indeed, from all points of view, 
almost murderous. In  the month of July, 1841, a French traveller, the 
artist Flaudin, was travelling on the wide plains which descend 
towards, and finally reach, the Persian Gulf. He writes :-“ A 
limitless horizon dances under the rays of a sun like fire. We rested 
by day, awaiting the setting of the sun, in order to resume our march 
in the ‘darkness.’’ Night marches may be made by caravans; they 
are too often forbidden %to armies, but how else can one escape from 
’the terrors of a climate justly dreaded by Europeans. 

Campaigns have, however, been conducted in Chaldza and in 
Mesopotamia, and they can be fought there again. I t  would, how- 
ever, be only prudent to do as the Emperor Napoleon and the 
Emperor Julian proposed, and to collect large numbers of horses and 
mules, as well as of boats, ‘to transport all manner of food supplies. 
It would also be advisable to induce the Arab tribes to join them- 
selves to the army, and to prevent any military irregularities on their 
part by the issue of mild and effective orders. 

An English writer has justly remarked that, “ since these regions 
have not been affected by the impress of a powerful civilization, 
facility of movement and natural obstacles have remained as in old 
days. I t  has thus happened that the armies which have traversed 
the country have been forced to advance by the’same routes and to 
fight on the ancient battlk-fields.” Thus the country, though t d a y  
ruined by the Persians, by the Arabs, and by the Turks, who have 
ravaged and devastated it in every conceivable way, has not really 
changed in any way whatever since the days of Crassus, of Trajan,.and 
of Julian. I t  is true that the wealthy cities have disappeared ; but from 
the moment that these cities were left behind the desert lap before the 
eyes, and. difficulties of supply were met with sufficiently overwhelm- 
ing to account for the defeat of the first soldiers of the world. 

I t  was in the year rgo before the Christian era that the Romans 
decided upon advancing into Asia, and from the very first it was 
proved beyond question that the Asiatic troops were quite unable to 
make head against them. Victory was delayed only by th,e difficulties 
of transport, such as  French troops have encountered in Algeria and 
Mexico. From the year 120 to the year 6.3 before Christ, Mithridates 
played, between the Caspian Sea and the Euxine, the r62e of Abd- 
el-Kadir. He found his Marshal Rugeaud in Lucullus in the year 
74 B.c.; and eight or nine years later he discovered in Pompey his 
Duc d’Aumale. 

In the year 59 Crassus was Governor of Syria; the Romans at 
that time were filled with confidence in themselves, it seemed that 
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THE EMPEROR JULIAN AND THE EUPHRATES FLOTILLA 3.53 

nothing could stand in their path. Crassus formed the resolve to  con- 
duct his forces against the Parthians, and in so doing the Romans 
for the first time found themselves aux prises with the desert. Crassus 
passed the Euphrates and advanced into AIesopotamia with 40,000 
men, including his auxiliaries. It is stated that Cassius, his second- 
in-comniand, urged him to make use of the Euphrates in order to 
draw his supplies from a flotilla, while he pursued his march upon 
what we now call Baghdad; but Crassus folloNed other counsels. 
He itxiagined he could bring the campaign to an end in the usual 
Roman manner, in a single day, by a battle q.ui prendrciit 7ang 
d cat6 des combats de Pydna et de Magnesie, and in the pursuit of 
the Parthians he committed himself to a country wholly desert. 
The Parthians met his advance by retiring, so as to draw him 
into a country where all the advantage should be on their side. The 
son of Crjtssus, lately arrived from Gaul, provided the first sacrifice, 
for he was surrounded by the Parthians, who cut off his head and 
displayed the bleeding trophy before the eyes of his father. The 
Romans were never troubled by an excess of emotion, and such would 
here have been no better than weakness. Crassus was occupied by 
too many and too important duties to abandon himself to despair: 
‘‘ This disaster,” said he truly, “ concerns nobody except myself,” 
but a t  the same time the soldiers can hardly have regarded it but as 
a bad omen for the future. 

Crassus abandoned to a council of war the task of deciding upon 
a retreat from the banks of the Belik, where the battle had taken 
place, to Carrhae. 

To remain here was to expose himself to the risk of siege, con- 
sequently Crassus left it by night almost as soon as he tiad occupied 
the place. Infantry cannot for any length of time conceal its march 
from an efficient cavalry fighting in a terrain suited to its capabilities. 
Crassus soon found himself lost in the midst of marshes across which 
he endeavoured to get back again to the ford of Thapsacus. He was 
guilty of the folly of entering into negotiations; a sudden tumult 
arose. Crassus was murdered, and the major portion of his army 
was destroyed-“ 30.000 Roman soldiers,” says one historian, 
.‘ were left upon the battle-field.” We rather doubt, however, the 
accuracy of these figures. Crassus had crossed the Euphrates a t  the 
head of seven legions and of 4,000 cavalry; the Roman legion never 
exceeded the actual-not the nomincrl-strength af one of our divi- 
sions on a war footing, say 6,000 men roughly. Cassius-the 
Cassius whom fate reserved for the murder of Czar-succeeded in  
saving his column almost entirely. When one pulls oneself together 
after a disaster, one is surprised to find how many men there are who 
rejoin the ranks. 

Popular imagination invariably exaggerates the consequences of 
a defeat. From the date of the defeat at Carrhae the Parthianswsre 
looked upon as  the one enemy who was most inaccessible to the 
power of Rome, but they were not really dangerous unless they were 
sought out in their own country. The  question of transport is the 
most vital of all iu every war which has a desert for its theatre. It 
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354 THE EMPEROR ]ULIAN AND THE EUPHRATES FLOTILLA 

was because they found means properly to organize their convoys 
of supplies that Marshal Bugeaud and General de la Moricikre were 
able to overcome the Arabs. 

Anthony, a general of a very different calibre to Crassus, nearly 
sufl’ered, many years after the Badle OF Pharsalia, the same fate 3s 
did Pompey’s unlucky colleague. He  only escaped by extraordinary 
energy. Checked in the mountains of Atropatene by the need for 
attacking a strong place without proper military appliances, he saw 
his baggage carried off by a surprise raid of cavalry, and raised the 
siege when he saw that his supplies were about to fail him. ’To raise 
a siege is a simple enough matter when the leader’s line of retreat 
is assured. Antony was forced, like Xenophon, to throw himself 
into the mountains in order to reach the plains of Tauris by way of 
the shores of the l a k e  of Urumia. Suliman the Great once passed 
along ,this road, and he never forgave his favourite; the grand vizier 
Ibrahim, for the dangers which he had run. This campaign against 
the Pkrthians was certainly the most trying in which Anthony had 
ever taken part, and in it he displayed military talents of a high 
order. 

More than fifty years had gone by; Augustus had wisely drawn 
in the Imperial frontiers, and his successors were content with the 
possession of Syria and Armenia. Between the Romans and the 
Parthians there was no further occasion for quarrel. The  discredit 
into which the central power at Rome had fallen had. ended by 
something like recovery in the provinces. The Parthians were the 
first to violate the truce. Sextus Rufus, a writer of the fourth 
century of our era, tells us that during the reign of Nero the Parthians 
caused two Roman le ion to pass under their yoke. T h e  outrage 

Parthian capital. “ He‘ penetrated,” so Sextus Rufus tells us, “ as 
far as the borders of India and made Armenia, Assyria, and 
Mesopotamia into provinces of the Roman Empire.” 

There were two reasons for the success of Trajan-the enfeebls 
ment of the Parthians, who were torn by domestic rivalries, and the 
judicious preparations which the Emperor had made for war. The 
adopted son of Nerva, Emperor since the year $3 of our era, conqueror 
of the Dacians, of the Saracens, and of the Armenians, he marched t o -  
the attack of Ctesiphon, the chief objective of the Roman expedition, 
during the early days of the sprin of r q ,  that, is to say, in the ninth 

Tigris to the other, and to carry his supplies, and this flotilla he 
caused to be built from wood carried on camels or on the backs of 
porters from Nisibis. If one ma;. believe Dion Cassius, he did 
something very different. His Aotilla made two land journeys-first 
from the Tigris to the Eqhrates ,  and then from the Euphrates to 
the Tigris-to bring him at last under the walls of Ctesiphon, and it was 
thus that Trajan finally arrived on the shores of the Persian Gulf. 
Having returned to Ctesiphon he readily came to the conclusion that 
the conquests he had made were of no more than an ephemera1 
character. He  placed the crown on the head of one of the princes- 

was first avenged by f? rajan, who took possession of Ctesiphon, the 

year of his reign. He needed a P otilla to pass from one bank of the 
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THE EMPEROR JULIAN AND THE EUPHRATES FLOTILLA 355 

who was struggling for the upper hand, and who was, he knew, 
ready enough to receive it a t  the hands of a stranger, and then for a 
moment he had an idea of crossing Arabia to reach the sea once more. 
But he was less fortunate with the Saracens than against the 
Parthians, and the want of water and supplies and the excessive heat 
obliged him to retrace his steps. H e  .then adopted the route by 
Cilicia and died at Selinonte. 

Iiadrian revived the policy of ‘Augustus ; he caused the fronticrs 
to be drawn in and again abandoned Armenia, Assyria and Meso- 
potamia ; the Euphrates was for the future to be the boundary between 
the Komans and the Parthians. But such restrictive methods are 
no more than a dream. Men like Marcus Aurelius and Verhs felt 
themselves forced to return to Ctesiphon, which they desired to.cal1 
Seleucia after it.. original founder. Septimus Severus also aimed at 
the subjugation of the Parthians, and this time Arabia barely escaped 
from being for all time converted into a Ronian province. Caracallus, 
the /son of Septimus, also in his turn invaded Mesopotamia, and 
carried fire and sword throughout the country before he fell back 
upon Edessa. There his triumphs ceased, and his grand projects 
vanished into the air, for h!: was assassinated in the year 217. 

Another Severus, Alexander, also made war against the Parthians, 
then, in 233, regenerated by the revolution which had given all power 
over to the Persians, and which had placed the Sassanian dynasty on 
the throne. The  founder of this dynasty boldly invaded Roman terri- 
tory at the head of an army, but he played his enemy’s game by con- 
fronting them with 1,800 chariots and 700 elephants. From the 
moment when he thus encumbered himself the Persian threw away 
his chief advantage; and valiant soldier though he showed himself 
to be, he was defeated by the legions against which he pitted himself. 
Five years later, in the year 238, Alexander Severus fell, like Cara- 
callus, by the hand of a n  assassin; Mesopotamia and Syria were 
ravaged afresh by the Persians, and Antioch itself fell into their hands. 

The  successor of Alelrander Severus; Gordian, again took the offen- 
sive, but while both Persians and Romans were equally well equipped 
for resisting invasion. both were equally feeble in attempting to effect 
it. Gordian, like Alexander Severus and Caracallus,was struck down 
at the height of his success, not by the hand of an enemy, but by his 
own troops. 

A Roman emperor fell into the hands of Asiatics, an  event 
which had never before occurred. Defeated in the year 260, near 
Edessa, the captivity of the Emperor Valerian has become celebrated. 
The Prince of Palmyra, Odenathus, at the head of his Arabs, avenged 
the capture of Valerian, but could not effect his release. Mesopotamia 
lends itself readily to sudden and lightning raids, but the difficulty is 
to hold it, for it is only by utilizing the rivers which traverse i t  that it 
becomes possible to consolidate an invasion. 

Just for a moment it seemed probable that Rome would exert as 
great a power over the East as she already did over the West ;  this 
was on that day when Diocletian established the Empire on new 
foundations, substituting a wise tyranny for the military despotism 
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356 THE EMPEROR JULlAN ASD THE EUPHRATES FLOTILLA 

resting on the smallest caprice of the legions. On that day the Per- 
sians trembled despite a snatched victchry over Galerius, but when 
Galerius again attacked, there was nothing for the King of Persia to 
do but to fly, leaving his queen and children in the hands. of the 
lieutenant of Diocletian. In order that his family might be restored 
to him, the Persian King was forced to cede the provinces situated to 
the west of the Khabur river. 

From that date the border war went on for ever. Under the 
Emperor Constantius in the year zjo, the town of Nisibis, invested 
by Shapor, sustained a siege of four months, and was saved only by 
a diversion made by the Massagetae. The  year 359 was memorable for 
an invasion which extended far beyond the limits to which the Persians 
had hitherto confined themselves. Shapor, ready to thread the moun- 
tain valleys of Armenia, now wished to trace the Euphrates to its 
soul'ce. The siege of Amida, unfortunately for him, delayed him for 
nearly two and a half months beneath its walls, and he was forced to 
retire and postpone the execution of his projects until the year follow- 
ing. In the year 360 he again appeared in Mesopotamia, a country 
which had by this been so completely devastated that no army could 
exist therein which did not carry its own supplies along with it. It 
was this which conferred so great an importance on the possession of 
the course of the Euphrates, so great an importance, also, to those 
fortresses which, like Singara, Nisibis and Tigranocerta, defended the 
approaches to the Tigris. 

Master of Singara, the advance of Shapor became threatening. 
Constantius would certainly have moved against him, but for the fact 
that just at this time the army of Gaul proclaimed his nephew Julian 
as emperor, and thenceforth Julian became a greater danger for the 
son of Constantine than Shapor himself. Constantius now turned his 
back on the Persians and set out for Byzantium, impatient to recall 
the rebels to their allegiance. He died, however, en route, exact1 as 
Trajan had died, in one of the towns of Cicilia. Thus fell to Ju;an, 
at the very commencement of his reign, the grave task of checking 
the ravages of the southern enemy and of ensuring the safety of the 
Roman possessions in Asia. 

111. 
I have no intention of descending into the arena where philosophers 

and Christians have disputed with one another. I prefer to leave in 
peace the memory of the Great Apostate. A century earlier. he would 
have been looked upon as a new Marcus Aurelius; so far as I am 
concerned I regard him as a new Alexander. Julian was indeed a 
second Alexander by reason of his valour, his generosity, by his 
interest in letters, by his affectionate 'nature ; hut unfortunately he was 
also an Alexander without elegance, and further, an Alexander who was 
a stranger in the time in which he lived. It is hard not tatbelong to, n a  
to be of one's own era; Julian was born at the wrong time; he was an 
Zerolite which had fallen into a torrent. This is certainly no reason for 
denying justice to his really great qualities, but it is a reason for regret- 
ting that he was not able to make a better use of them. To wish to hriwa 
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back the world to paganism in the year 361 is a madness even inore im- 
possible to account for than that of Diocletian ; quite different, I grant, 
but the results of which might well be more fatal. And all this mingled 
with a blend of devotion, a devotion full of mystery with which it was 
physically impossible to associate a people who were great and yet 
hard, who had never regarded the Deity but cis an espression. Heaven 
was kind to Julian in permitting him to meet a soldier’s death ; he -‘as 
a brave soldier all through, and also, it may be added, a skilled leader. 

Let us  trace his steps from the very outset; we must trace them 
with care, and we shall see that he left but little to luck. The winter 
had been passed at Antioch, busy with preparations of great importance, 
and by March,. 362, Julian was. in a position to dispose of 83,000 men. 
In five days’ time he had reached Hieropolis, a town which had been 
founded by Seleucus Nicator, and which under his descendants had 
become one of the great centres of Eastern trade. Constantine made 
it the capital of the new Euphrates province. Geographers have placed 
it at five days’ journey from Antioch and at two and a half days’ march 
from Berhoea (Aleppo). Did Julian cross the river by the bridge of 
boats which carried the direct road from Hieropolis to the Euphrates, 
or did he not, on the contrary, proceed 36 miles further to the north 
towards Apamea, where the Castle of Biredjick even today commands 
the eastern bank? The question may interest the student, it is of but 
limited interest to the military writer. Julian’s plan of campaign was 
not shaped until the day when he came to cross the Euphrates. 

T h e  flotilla which Julian had caused to be built at the foot of the 
n:ountains whose forests Napoleon intended one day to esploit, was 
placed under the command of Lucian and of Constantius, and was 
concentrated at Samosata-or Samsat on the maps of to-day. The 
main body of the army, composed of 65,000 cavalry and infantry, 
gave as yet no indication of the route by which it was intended to move 
forward. Did Julian propose to lead this great force to the banks of 
the Tigris? Did he intend to follow in the footsteps of Alexander or 
of Trajan ? Since the main thing was to keep the enemy uncertain of 
his plans he moved to Batne, in the district of Osrhoene, a place 
admirably suited for an encampment. “ Here,” writes Julian, “ we 
made a delightful stay. I should prefer Batne to Ossa, to Pelion, 
to Olympus, to the most celebrated valleys of Thessaly, even to 
Delphi ; the country is fertile, well wooded, and covered with clumps 
of flowering cypress.” This description does not reveal to us  where 
Batne was situated, but I do not think I shall be far out in placing 
the site of this camping ground rather below Samsat, possibly at the 
very spot where is today the Turkish village of Jallak. Here Julian 
was in easy communication with his flotilla. 

During this time Procopius, hinsman and lieutenant of Julian, had 
been detached to the left with 18,000 men lo ensure the fidelity of 
the King of Armenia, and prevent any Persian raids into the Roman 
province. From Batne Julian, on one  occasion, made as though he 
intended an advance on the Tigris; he marched on Edessa, and thence 
on Carrhae, and for the time the enemy was wholly at a loss to pene- 
trate his designs. The moment had now, however, arrived when he  

VOL. LSI. X 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ite
 L

av
al

] 
at

 0
6:

38
 2

6 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



358 THE EMPEROR JULIA" AXD THE EUPHRATES FLOTILLA 

must come to some definite decision, and Julian made a very H. we one. 
He suddenly turned south, and following the road which once upon a 
time had saved the remnants of the army of Crassus, he marched 
along the shores of the Belik in order t o  reach the point where this 
stream-joins the Euphrates. The  campaign had now opened, and the 
far-sightedness of Julian provided in advance a guarantee of success. 
The flotilla, with which he was now in direct communication, counted 
600 river boats, 500 rafts, made of inflated skins, and a bridging equip- 
ment. T h e  army was thus, thanks to this assistance, relieved of all 
baggage trouble, for since the flotilla carried the food supplies, the 
war engines and the munitions, the army moved forward swiftly and in 
light marching order. 

The  IChabur, one of the greatest of the affluents of the Euphrates, 
then formed the estreme boundary of the Empire, and here the army 
crossed by the bridge of boats by which it was accompanied, and which 
was speedil,; put together. It was now in a hostile country, its right flank 
covered by the river, its supply assured by its flotilla. Nothing 
remained but to protect its left by means of its numerous cavalry, and 
to  reduce several fortresses ern route. JuTian at once marched, deployed 
for action, on Ctesiphon; 1,500 light troops formed his advance, 
while his rear was protected by a strong rear-guard. 

T h e  first resistance was met with on the fourth day, when the 
garrison of Amantho, a strong castle built on ,an  island of the 
Euphrates, replied to his summons to surrender by a haughty refusal. 
Julian invested the place bj. night, and at daybreak it was given up. 

To seamen accustomed to real storms, a storm which occurs on 
a river must seem like a tempest in a glass of water; but those who 
think thus have no knowledge of the storms of the Euphrates. T h e  
local wind when at  its height is enough to  sink a steamship, and one 
map imagine what damage it could cause to a flotilla composed of open 
boats and rafts supported on inflated skins. On April 'Itti, 363, tfie 
Roman espedition was put to  the great test which has ncver, so far 
as I know, been avoided by any great expedition in which flotillas 
have played a part. T h e  sun was about to  set; a slight mist appeared, 
and in five minutes the whole sky was covered with a thick fog. - Dark- 
ness reigned, flashes of lightning were accompanied by incessant peals 
of  thunder; the wind roared 'through the camp, plucking up the tents 
and throwing down the soldiers, for no man could stand upright: 
The swollen river overflowed its banks and carried away the boats 
floating upon it; the whole flotilla was imperilled. 

The  storm passed away and stock w-as taken of what remained of 
the flotilla, when it was found that the damage occasioned was less 
than might have been espected, avd that it amounted to no more than 
the loss of several boats laden with provisions. In war the main thing 
is to maintain a calm appearance and not to discover a bad omen in 
every accident. 

On the morrow the flotilla and the army resumed their journey. 
Another fort was met with which had to be invested, but since opera- 
tions of this character tcok much time, Julian ordered that it should not 
be attacked, holding that if Shapor were defeated the fort would fall of 
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itself. Consequently he refused to occupy himself with the siege of any 
forts, but he did not deny his troops the sack of the towns, and he made 
every effort to spare the supplies carried on the flotilla by making his 
troops live as far as possible on the country. Thanks to the presence 
of the flotilla, the army passed from one bank to the other with remark- 
able ease. On the right bank it captured Diacira and there found 
quantities of corn, while on the left bank the booty was no less rich, 
and at Zaragardia a rock may be seen whicli to this day the people 
call the throne of Julian. 

The heart of the Persian power was now nearly reached, though 
access thereto was strongly guarded, while it was also cut up by canals 
and marshes. To arrive under the walls of Ctesiphon it w-is necessary 
to leave the Euphrates for the stream of the Tigris, a feat whi\ch had 
been an easy one enough in the days of Semiramis, Cyrus, and 
Alexander, when the canals which connected the two rivers had 
been carefully kept open. The Parthians and the Persians, hovi-0 
ever, had allowed them gradually to become filled up with mud and 
silt, but Julian not only reopened them to traffic, but did so in the 
face of the enemy. Under his impulse tlie Roman legions re-captured 
their former good qualities, those virile ones of courage and patient 
endurance. In Constantine we seem to recognize cn quclque sorte 
I’ancEtre moral de Chadcs-Quint, in Constantius we see revealed 
Philip I I . ,  while Julian reminds us of the heroic RCarnais. Brought 
up in a college, captured later by the philosophers-and what 
philosophers !-inventors of mysteries-he taught himself to be a 
soldier, saved Gaul, and made ready to save the Empire. He was of 
the stuff of which great men are made, and by the grace of Providence 
he died, as often the greatest men die, young, idolised and full of great 
ideals. He died at the head of his troops, and his fading sight saw 
the enemy in flight; he never suspected that his political opponents 
would blast his memory by giving him the hideous name of Apostate. 

Still he Q~JUS an apostate, of his age, of the religion in \vhich he 
had been brought up. What was lacking to him ? Feeling for others. 
He never felt that the grandeur of Rome meant the enslavery of the 
world, that it was the crushing of the humble for the benefit of the 
ptrician. N o  soul evcr understood the spirit of Christianity less than 
did the soul of this inspired one. He vvas like a stone removed by 
Providence from the road, but let us  at the same time be just and 
admit that in this stone we may find the hidden diamond. One hour, 
the last, was to come, when the precious stone would give forth all its 
hidden fires; it is only accorded to the few and the privileged to die a 
fine death. 

Perisabor, the next largest town :o Ctesiphon in Assyria, and 
defended by moats, bastions and a keep, was taken by the sword, 
and yielded up to the legions huge supplies of provisions, of arms 
and engines of war. The Persians, ceasing to have any longe‘r faith 
in their walls, inundated their country against the enemy, causing 
great difficulties to the Romans, which they, however, overcame, 
combating the inundation as they had the. walled places-and with 
the same energy and equal good luck. 
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N o  Asian campaign has ever been so continuously successful. 
Every occasion upon which the Persians had appeared they had been 
repulsed with loss ; the ramparts .behind which they sheltered them- 
selves fell as though by enchantment ;. Ctesiphon and Seleucia were 
as open cities; i t  needed but one effort more and the seat of Persian 
power would be in the hands of the Romans. But one thing was a 
source of difficulty, and that was to succeed in bringing beneath the 
walls of these two cities engines strong enough to bring them down. 
Our field and siege artillery, our ammunition parks are anything but  
impedimenta when we compare them with the balistas, catapults and 
other war engines of the ancients. In  order in those days to lay 
siege to a town, it might almost be said to be necessary to build 
another-an impossibility in a country where there were neither 
stones nor wood. Rloreover, Julian ’had never thought of possessing 
himself by long protracted operations of such places where the enemy 
seemed resolved to make any determined resistance. It was well 
enough if he could capture them by surprise, by taking advantage of 
a panic induced by a series of defeats, bu t  if the coup de main failed, 
he would at once retire fighting upon Antioch, there to make ready 
for a fresh campaign, having at least had the benefit of having explored 
the road. 

Towns built of brick do not leave traces so easily recognizable as  
those which have been built of marble. But Cofonel Chesney inclines 
to the belief that the ruins of Tell’Akhar, between the left bank of 
the Euphrates and the Nahr J’sa, might well answer to the description 
which has been handed down to us of Perisabor by Ammianus 
blnrcellinus, the historian of the Roman expedition. In this case 
Firuz-Shapor, or Anbar, probably occupied the site of the great city 
raised by the Persians to serve as  an outpost to their capital. 

Let u s  now follow Julian as he marched along the southern bank 
of the Nahr J’sa. First he passed by a town which had been aban- 
doned by the Jews who had lived in i t ;  it was no strong place, and 
learned men have thought to discover traces of it in the Persian 
village known as Akar-Kuf. A little further and the forward move- 
ment of the army was again checked, .this time before the double 
enceinte of Mahoz Malka, surrounded by a deep ditch, flanked by 
sixteen towns, and situated on. the banks. of the Nahr-hlalka, one of 
the canals connecting the Euphrates with the Tigris. When engines 
were wanting for breaching the walls, mines were dug beneath the 
ground, and men sztpped below the very foundations of the ramparts. 
Alexander had before used such methods in Gedrosia, the modern 
BIakran. Julian employed them in Chaldzea. The walls began to 
fall, and whiIe the Persian soldiery rushed to defend the breach, the 
Romans emerged from their subterranean passage in the very centre of 
the town; there then remained no further obstacle to the march on 
Seleuci’a. 

11. Lejean, who visited these ruins in April, 1866, assures us 
that geographers are mistaken when they tell us that Ctesiphon and 
Seleucia were separated by the Tigris. Founded by Seleucus 
Sicator, Seleucia was astride the river, or, nore exactly stated, on 
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either bank of the Nahr-hlalka, the Royal Cand. GrCgoire de 
Nazianze seems to have confused Carrhae and Seleucia, describing 
Carrhae, the ancient city mentioned by Arrian, as ‘‘ a - fortress 
separated from Ctesiphon by the Tigris. These two cities,” he adds, 
‘‘ are equally important, they may, indeed, be looked as one city divided 
into two by the river.” 

According to 11. Lejean, Seleuci,a itself can never have contained 
more than 30,tm souls, and no doubt the 500,000 or 600,000 inhabi- 
tants who are said by historians to have occupied it, lived in the 
suburbs. When the Parthian King Ardawan gnve up all idea of 
raising up Seleucia from its ashes, after it had been burnt by the 
generals of Trajan and of Lucius Verus, and resolved to build a new 
city on the left bank of the Tigris, he wished to give the city he 
proposed raising as his capital under the name of Ctesiphon, a site 
on the ruins of the old capital of the Seleucians. Seleucia-Ctesiphon- 
AIadain, “ the cities,:’ a s  the Khalifs later called it, was situated in the 
midst of the most fertile district of Clialdrea, in the centre of a grassy 
country, covered with vineyards and orchards, ,and soon gathered 
within its walls a population more numerous than that of Antioch, 
the great city of Syria. The  Parthian kings always made it their 
winter residence, living during the summer at  Ecbatana in Hyrcania. 

Having mastered the two fortresses which hitherto had barred his 
passa&, Julian, had he now proceeded to attack Seleucia, would 
have given himself the trouble of undertaking two sieges instend of 
one. The  capture of Ctesiphon, in close communication with all the 
reserves of the Sassanian empire, would cause the fall of both cities 
a t  one and the same time;’ but Ctesiphon might easily survive the 
capture of Seleucia. I t  was therefore Ctesiphon to which he ought 
now to lay siege; the need of the operation was clear, and its con- 
ception needed the genius of no great military commander. The 
only thing was that the investment of Ctesiphon required first and 
foremost the transfer of the whole army to the left bank of the Tigris; 
therein lay a serious difficulty, for the Tigris at Baghdad is not one 
of those rivers which may be crossed by a ford. The Persian Army, 
ranged in order of battle, shcyed an. imposing front, and to gain the 
bank by small parties was not to be thought of. But for his flotilla 
Julian would never have passed over so wide a stream. H e  had now 
formed the happy idea of making use of the Nahr-Malka for bringing 
his boats of all descriptions down to the Tigris. The canal, however, 
was almost filled up, but  Julian caused it to be cleared out, and by 
means of a huge dam made the Euphrates leave its bed and follow 
this new channel. When the waters of the great river had filled 
what Ammianus RIarcellinus calls the flumen fossile, or the artificial 
channel leading from the one river to the other, Julian gave the signal 
to his flotilla. The eleven hundred boats moved forward, and at the 
end of a few hours the terrified inhabitants of Ctesiphon saw them 
debouching into the Tigris before the very walls of their city. 

W h a t  an enormous amount of work such an operation must have 
entailed, and how unwilling we should be to believe in its execution 
had not the Romans accustomed us to all kinds of miracles! It w3s 
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to rival such achievements that the Emperor Napoleon so ardently 
longed, and it was such that he so constantly displayed to his soldiers; 
but one must admit that to surpass them even the Grenadiers of the 
Old Guard would have had their work cut out for them. All the great 
historians-men like Ammianus Marcellinus, Eutrope, Rufus, 
Voltaire, Gibbon, Duruy, de Broglie, LamC, Martha, and hlarCcha1 
-all give vent to a cry of admiration when they describe to us this 
episode in the great campaign of 363. “ Julian)” they cry with one 
accord, “showed himself then to be a really gre? captain!” A 
great captain! he was that, indeed, to the last, and the faults with 
which later on he was reproached were no faults, they were no more 
than the evil fortunes of that dreadful game which men call the game 
of force and chance. 

He had, however, yet more to do than merely to throw his army on 
the bank of the river, he had also to deliver battle. For something 
like twelve hours the Persians fought well, they disputed the ground 
foot by foot, until, hurled back by the legions, they ended by retreating 
within the city. If the 18,000 men left in Upper Mesopotamia under 
the orders of Procopius had only arrived at this moment, Ctesiphon 
would probably have fallen, the campaign would have ended, and 
the power of the Persians would have for long been crushed. Proco- 
pius, however, came not. Was  Julian really justified in reckoning 
on, this reinforcement ‘i All combinations which depend upon help 
froin a distance are of a doubtful nature; conquerors have often 
suffered from these cruel miscalculations, but Julian was here misled 
rather by Fortune than by any error in calculation. 

There was still, however, one thing left to him, and that was to 
carry the city by a coup ds main, with the 40,rm men remaining to  
him, as Bonaparte wished to carry St. Jean d’Acre, as Alexander 
carried Tj-re. He  was, however, wise enough-and I, for one, 
approve of his decision-not to attempt the adventure. T h e  failure 
of the assault would have exposed him to irretrievable disaster, far as 
he was from his base of operations, separated from Antioch, and 
even from Nisibis, by vast deserts. H e  was anxious to cover his 
retreat by inflicfing a defeat upon Shapor’s army, but in order to 
defeat Shapor, he must force that leader to accept battle, and this was 
not the way of the Parthians or Persians. This resolve once come to, 
Julian’s flotilla became of no further use to him. Flotillas may 
descend streams but they cannot ascend them-or  at least not when 
the power ‘of propulsion which they possess is aforded by oars alone. 

T h e  order was then given to burn the boats, and all that was 
retained were twelve small boats, which were $.awn on vehicles to 
serve at need as bridging material. Eleven hundred boats were 
together set on fire, and the army commenced its march-whither? It  
was marching under the guidance of a deserter, who had promised to 
place the army in front of that of Shapor. The country now under- 
took its own defence; the dams had been broken down, the harvest 
had all been burnt; if they passed through a village, it had been aban- 
doned by its inhabitants. Everywhere there was an empty waste, 
only a few squadrons of the enemy’s cavalry were seen in the dim 
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distance, distinguishable by the glitter of their body armour. These 
watched the Roman army, but did not allow themselves to be over- 
taken; pursuit was in vain, and the sufferings in these fiery plains 
become unbearable. T h e  Legionaries began to rnurciur, and Julian 
resolved to incline his movement somewhat towards the north. From 
the date when retreat was decided upon, the Persians no longer 
kept aloof. 

Every night there was an alarm ; stragglers were cut off; the rear- 
guard was ever engaged. Thus five days passed, during which the 
army drew perceptibly nearer to the Tigris, and the light infantry 
performed marvels under critical conditions. The Persians now n o  
longer dared to harass the retreat by means of flying squadrons, but 
they 'placed in line their heavy armoured cavalry and their elephants, 
the very smell of which terrified the horses of the Romans. These 
moved in mass at the rear of the Roman army, which closed up so 
as  to offer a more compact resistance. Julian was everywhere, now 
in front, now with, the main body, a t  another time with the rear-guard. 
He was adored by his men, to whom he set a fine exanip1e;and with 
whom he shared what food he had. Supplies now began to run short; 
those of the officers were thrown into , the  common stock, and the 
Emperor was the first to content himself with a bowl of pap. The  
greatest burden, under the terrible heat, was that of the breast-plate, 
and yet the hail of arrows constantly discharged by the Persians made 
this defensive armour very useful. At the earliest moment of relief, 
when the Persians had been thrown back some distance, the men 
hastened to throw of€ their heavy armour, and the army promised 
itself a little well-earned repose. 

When today the traveller floats down the stream of the. Tigris, 
when he has passed by, near Tell-JIandjour, this great mass of ruins 
wherein antiquarians have permitted themselves to recognize the ruins 
of Opis, a curious structure, something like a brick tower, formerly 
the watch-tower of the hrohammedan Khalifs, soon comes within view. 
The  name of this edifice has hardly changed a t  all since the days 
of Alexander. It was then called Samara; to-day the Turks call it 
Soumera. T h e  plain extends from the'fertite borders of the stream to 
where the view is lost in the infinity of the desert; this is the for ever 
celebrated plain of Maranga, . across which the eshausted Roman 
army dragged itself; on June 26th it here pitched its camp;'it  needed 
time to rest and take breath before the terrible attack it was about 
to experience. 

The alarm was suddenly heard from the rear-guard. Julian 
resumed his arms, but did not buckle on his breast plate, and rushed 
to where the danger appeared to be most imminent. His faithful 
light infantry men followed close upon his heels; the Persians recog- 
nized him, and it was not usual with them to wait upon his coming. 

How often has Marshal Bugeaud been seen-Papa Bugemd, as 
the soldiers of Africa called him-advancing thus at the head of his 
Zouaves ! 

At the sight of this gallant partv the Persians fell back, but fell 
back only to return to the rharge. The Emperor scorned evervthliig, 
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the arrows which were loosed at him, the entreaties of his friends, 
and rushing into the midst of the milke, cried out : “ They fly, they 
fly! Follow them up, press them closely, so that they will no longer 
dare to troulile our retreat.?’ His soldiers, alarmed for his safety, 
seized the bridle of his horse, trying to force him to fall to the rear. 
The Emperor resisted their efforts, though the danger to which he was 
esposing himself was on his account the greatest ,danger which could 
menace his army. It is no longer the cold philosopher, always master 
of himself, who directs his legions3with the calmness of a great captain; 
it is the warrior, drunk with battle, carried away by irresistible impulse. 
Alesander seems to be reborn-at the battle of the Granicus, in the 
fields of Issus and Arbela. Men speak of the faults of Julian; at this 
moment lie committed the gravest, the most irreparable of faults, since 
by esposing himself he left the fate of his army to mere hazard. What  
wise saws I have heard uttered on this very matter by the illustrious 
captor of ‘the hialalroff ! The fatal blow was struck ; a javelin, hurled 
a t  random, grazed the arm of the commander, pierced his side, and 
lodged in the liver. Julian put his hand to his side and tried to draw 
the weapon from the fatal wound, but ihe double-bladed head cut his 
fingers. He let go the javelin, uttered a loud cry, and fell senseless 
from his horse. He  was quickly surrounded, lifted, and carried to a 
tent which had hurriedly been pitched. The army having heard the 
news, halted, and pitched camp for the night; every soldier’s ,heart 
was filled with grief and consternation. But the Emperor did no! for 
long disappear from the scene. No sooner had he recovered con- 
sciousness than he called for his charger and his weapons. IT’hat 
general has not made the same requests? From Epaminondns to 
hIacBIahon the one ambition of the leader stretched upon a bed of 
pain has always been to return to the head o€ his troops. In this case 
the troops could be safely left to themsehes, for they had already 
avenged their Emperor. 

T h e  plain was now but a field of blood; this time at  least the Per- 
sians had been well met; their initial success had cost them dear. Fifty 
satraps and innumerable soldiers had perished, while on the side of 
the Romans the right flank had given way. Anatolius led them back, 
but he was killed, and Sallustius, the prefect, seemed about to share 
the same-fate, when his devoted comrades snatched him from the midst 
of the m8le’c. Sophorus, less fortunate, did not escape. If the losses 
of the Persians were the greater, those of both sides were heavy, and, 
like Alesander, Julian was accorded b l d y  obsequies. The doctors 
did not attempt to conceal from the Emperor the gravity of his injuries; 
but even before they had spoken, the weakness and the sinking, 
following upon the great loss of blood which he had already suffered, 
had made the wounded hero realize that the time had come when he. 
must pay the inevitable debt of nature. The Emperor, true to himself, 
prepared for death like the wise man he was, and the recordwhich a 
faithful friend has handed down to us allows us to recognize that to 
die wisely is practically synonymous with dying like a Christian. All 
vain dogmas, all fantastic dreams pass easily away in the supreme 
hour of man’s life: there is but the one way of making a good 
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death, and that is to die resigned. " It is, perhaps, somewhat early," 
said Julian, t o  the heart-broken friends by whom he was surrounded- 
he had then but 31 years, 8 months, and 20 days-" it is, perhaps, some- 
what early, but I shall thus settle my debt,more loyally. To die.young 
is in some cases a favour accorded by the gods. My conscience tells 
me that I have borne with equal serenity what I remember of 
humiliation, of esile, of greatness, and of power. Philosophers have 
taught me the superiority of the soul over the body,:and I have a firm 
conviction that I am only, exchanging my present state for a better 
one. Why,  then, should I mourn rather than rejoice? " One may be 
a poor politician and yet possess a great heart. Julian did not realize 
all that Heaven was doing for him. By striking him down on the 
field of battle, by checking him in his mad career, Heaven recognized 
the good that was in'hini. I find myself unable to share the opinion 
of Voltaire, who says: " If the career of Julian had longer 
endured, it is to be presumed that the Empire would not have tottered 
as it did after his death." One may easily see from this that Voltaire 
cared little for the poor and humble; to  preserve ihe Empire, according 
to  him, was to save it for the patricians. Christianity has done a 
greater work than thiS, and its well-doing is by no means yet at an  end. 

Up till the last moment Julian spoke with Maximus and Priscus, 
two philosophers like himself, of the soul and of its transcendency. 
His breathing then became laboured, he asked for a drink of water; 
he drank, and a few moments later Julian breathed his last. 

Like Alesander, the nephew of the great Constantine had not 
nominated anybody to succeed him ; the responsibility had seemed to 
him too great. The soldiers, however, charged themselves with 
this duty and elected a Christian Emperor-Jovian. During four 
days the battle raged, while the Romans struggled to burst through 
the circle by which the Persians tried hard to  surround the army. At 
last the river bank was reached; on.the further side' lay safety, perhaps 
plenty of f d d ,  but unfortunately the flotilla was no longer there to 
facilitate the crossing. A few warriors from Gaul swam over the 
Tigris, while the bulk of the army laboured for two days to  fashion 
a bridge from inflated skins, but this idea had to be abandoned for the 
waterwas too high and the current too rapid. 

Still the enemy was always he!d in check, and had the provisions 
not given out, there would never have been any idea of entering into 
negotiations with him. But famine triumphed, and on July 7th the 
Ronians first hearkened to the proposals of the enemy. The Persians 
demanded the surrender of Nisibis and of Singara, of the whole of 
their territory previously ceded to  Diocletian. Nisibis and Singara 
were given up and peace, to endure for thirty years, was concluded, 
while the King of Armenia was abqndoned to the venceance of Shapor. 
Everythine had to be given up in order to receive permission merely 
to live. The  Persians, satisfied with the advantages they had seci!red, 
withdrew to a distance, and the army pyrsued its way along the banks 
of the river, seeking, not for a ford, but for a bend where the water 
was less troubled. They thought they had found such a bend in the 
neighbourhood of Telxit. Here some of the soldiers made an attempt, 
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366 THE EMPEROR JULIAN AND THE EUPHRATES FLOTILLA 

as some of their comrades from Gaul had done lower down, to 
swim across to the right bank of the Tigris, but most of these were 
either drowned or were massacred by the Arabs. The esample served 
as a 1.esson for the others and curbed their impatience; rafts of osiers 
and inflated sk ins  were now collected in sufficiently large numbers on 
the bank, and on a given signal a first confingent made the passage 
moving diagonally across the stream ; other contingents followed. 
The  boats carried on the vehicles in rear of the army arrived in the 
meantime, and these were launched hurriedly on the stream carry- 
ing many passengers. The Emperor was one of the last to embark; 
like the brave soldier that he was, he did his duty nobly to the last. 

The  river was passed, but the privations did not become any the 
less heavy. The country possessed no resources; and it became 
necessary to march as far as Ur, an enemy fortress now known by 
the name of Kal’ah Shevkat, to obtain some supplies by favour of the 
Persians. Finally, after marching for ten or twelve days, during 
which no grass was to be found upon which the horses could graze, 
Nisibis appeared in sight. Here Procopius was awaiting Julian, and 
he handed over to the new Ernperor, Jovian, the supplies he possessed, 
and which, if earlier available, might have spared the Empire a 
humiliating peace. 

From Nisibis, now about To cease any longer to remain a Roman 
possession, the Emperor would easily be able to reach Antioch, and 
thence, his ‘troops fresh and rested, continue his march across Cicilia. 
At Antioch he had proclaimed the return of the Empire to the Christian 
religion, but he was not to have the satisfaction of repeating this 
ceremony in the city of the great Constantine. Having arrived at  
Dadastane, an  obscure town in Bithynia, when men went to wake him in 
his tent, he was found lying dead upon his bed. 

Thus  ended the expedition of 363- The day, is perhaps not so 
very distant-and this is the moral which T would draw from this 
story-when it will be remembered with sorrow that no one has ever 
dreamt of attempting to make war without a flotilla in a country which 
is covered with rivers. 
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